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A beautifully scenic 
campus �lled with walking 
paths and nature trails 
may not be essential when 
choosing an assisted living 
community . . . 

75 Great Pond Road         Simsbury, Connecticut         www.McLeanCare.org

And that’s just what you’ll �nd at �e Robinson Assisted Living, on the campus of �e New McLean. Here our 
residents enjoy the perfect balance of independence, support and socialization along with:

Private and shared rooms now available.
To schedule a personal visit, call us at 860-658-3700.
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FALL SALE
$479*

FREE
We bring our Showroom to you!

www.Ehrlichdecorating.com

By Sloan Brewster
Staff Writer

A bill signed by Gov. Dannel
Malloy last week may finally quiet
fears that certain parcels of open
space could be closed to public
use.
Per House Bill 6557, An Act

Concerning Liability for the Recre-
ational Use of Land, municipalities
owning land used for passive recre-
ation are now immune to being
sued for injuries sustained on said
property.
In 2010 the Metropolitan Water

District, threatened to close land in
West Hartford where the public
was allowed, after a bicyclist sued
because she was injured when she
rode into a gate.
According to an article pub-

lished in May 2010 in the Hartford
Courant, a six-person jury awarded
Maribeth Blonski of Rocky Hill
$2.9 million for injuries, after find-
ing that the regional water and
sewer authority improperly placed
a steel gate across a path within the
Talcott Mountain RecreationArea.
The case, which was later over-

turned, led residents and elected of-
ficials, including First Selectman
Mary Glassman of Simsbury, to
join forces at a meeting in July of
last year in an effort to keep the
MDC property open for use.
In the end, the MDC did not

close the land, but hikers and cy-
clists all over the state feared they
would lose the privilege of using it.
In December of 2010, Susan Geor-
gia of Goshen was back on trails in
Burlington where a fall a few

months earlier had left her with a
broken leg.
Georgia spoke of the lawsuit,

comparing it to her own situation.
“I would never even think about

suing,” she said.
The bill, colloquially called the

‘MDC bill,’ stemmed from the
lawsuit, said state Sen. Beth Bye
(D-West Hartford), who was on
hand at the Aug. 26 signing.
Specifically, the bill limits the li-

ability of water, sewer and other
special districts that make land
available to the public for recre-
ational purposes.
The bill, which was co-spon-

sored by state Rep. BillWadsworth
of Farmington, who also attended
the ceremonial signing, focuses on
passive reaction

Continued on page 26

‘MDCbill’signed into lawwith local officials present

By Sloan Brewster
Staff Writer

Midway through a 250-mile bike
touring ride, about 450 cyclists will
converge upon Simsbury Meadows
to sleep beneath the stars, or at least
in tents.
“It’s a moving village,” said Tour

DaVita Public Relations Manager
Vince Hancock.
In its fifth year, the Tour DaVita

– an annual fund and awareness
raising ride for chronic kidney dis-
ease – will come to New England,
said Hancock. The ride will take
place Sept. 18, 19 and 20.
Day two of the trip will land

weary riders in Simsbury, where
the crew will set up tents, and
folks will take a rest from a long,
hard day of riding.
At the Monday, Aug. 29 Zoning

Commissionmeeting, Gerald Toner,
director of Culture, Parks & Recre-
ation, received approval to allow the
riders to camp out at the Meadows.

“I think it’s a great event. We’re
really happy to be involved with it,”
Toner said. “Hopefully, it’ll be a re-
peat type of thing.”
Day 1 of the ride is a 74-mile trip

that starts in Great Barrington,
Mass., goes up into the Berkshires
in upstate NewYork and loops back
to Great Barrington. Day 2, a 75-
mile ride, starts in Great Barrington
and ends in Simsbury. Day 3 comes
with choices. Option 1 is a 100-mile
ride to Madison and Option 2 is a
shorter 60-mile trek to the shore-
line town.
“[The ride is] starting in the

mountains and ending at the ocean,”
Hancock said.
Still, he also said the routes are

hill free for the most part, as ride or-
ganizers from DaVita Inc. look for
that.
“It’ll be relatively flat,” Hancock

said. “We try to find a scenic beau-
tiful place to have the ride and, ob-
viously, New England qualifies.”

Continued on page 28

By Jennifer Senofonte
Staff Writer

Although Jess Giannini is Pine
Grove School’s new assistant prin-
cipal, he is far from an unfamiliar
figure to the teachers, students and
parents of the school.
After 10 years spent teaching

both third and fourth grade at Pine
Grove School, Giannini has landed
himself the new role in the school
he admires with the people he ad-
mires.
“I’m looking forward to seeing

things from a broader perspective

now as a principal from kinder-
garten through fourth grade,” he
said, just a few days before the first
day of school.
“Every administrator looks for-

ward to the first day of school when
the real work begins with the stu-
dents, parents and teachers. We do
everything we can to make sure the
students can get the best possible
education they can.”
Giannini is a Central Connecticut

State University under- and post-
graduate, with a bachelor’s degree
in early childhood education and a

Continued on page 27

New assistant principal
at Pine Grove is a familiar face

Tour DaVita riders
will camp out in Simsbury

This trail at Salmon Brook Park in Granby is an example of recreational land owned by a town that is open to the
public and therefore covered by Bill 6557. Photo by Jennifer Senofonte


